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McKinley Village Lodge Named Property of the Year  
Property and Employees Receive High Marks from Hotel & Lodging Association  

 

Anchorage, Alaska--February 28, 2011--McKinley Village Lodge, an ARAMARK Parks 
and Destination property, was selected as the Outstanding Property of the Year by the 
Alaska Hotel and Lodging Associaton at the annual Stars of the Industry Awards. In 
addition, the Doyon/ARAMARK joint venture received the Good Earthkeeping Award for 
their outstanding environmental efforts inside Denali National Park and three members 
of the ARAMARK Parks and Destinations team were honored for their dedication to 
improving the guest experience.   
 

 “We have great respect for the Alaska Hotel & Lodging Association making their 
recognition all the more meaningful,” said Craig Pester, district manager of Alaska 
operations for ARAMARK Parks and Destinations. “These awards are an inspiration, 
and affirm our dedication to the ultimate guest experience while protecting the 
environment.”   
 
The three employees honored at the February 12 event were: Samira Porter, Front 
Office Manager of the Year, Gretchen Weeks, Housekeeping Manager of the Year and 
Kim White, Guest Services Manager of the Year.  
 

Each year, the Alaska Hotel and Lodging Association’s Stars of the Industry Awards  
recognizes exceptional service and achievements in the hospitality industry. The awards 
honor star performers who have demonstrated outstanding accomplishments and 
celebrates employees and hotel properties that best symbolize the highest quality of 
service in the industry. Winners in each category will go on to compete in the American 
Hotel and Lodging Association’s annual Stars of the Industry Awards program. 
 

About the winners: 
 
McKinley Village Lodge is a 188-room lodge located outside the entrance of Denali  
National Park.  The recently-renovated property features a restaurant, gift shop and a 
variety of activity offerings with easy access to the park.  
 

Samira Porter is the front office manager for the McKinley Village Lodge. She is a 
dedicated team player who continually goes the extra mile for her guests.  
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Gretchen Weeks is the executive housekeeper of the McKinley Chalet Resort.  She is 
passionate about ensuring that her team have the tools for success, to do their job to 
the best of their ability.  
 
Kim White is the director of safety and risk management for Denali Park Resorts.  Kim 
provides health services at the Canyon Clinic, which serves the lodges and guests of 
the Denali corridor each summer. 
 

Doyon/ARAMARK Joint Venture is the operator of bus tours, park shuttles, food and beverage outlets, 
campground and retail outlets within Denali National Park. It is a joint partnership between Doyon Limited 
and ARAMARK Parks and Destinations and is an authorized concessionaire of the National Park Service.  
 

About Denali Park Resorts 

Denali Park Resorts, managed by ARAMARK Parks and Destinations, owns and operates the McKinley 
Chalet Resort, which features 345 suites in cedar lodges along the river less than a mile from Denali 
National Park's entrance, and the McKinley Village Lodge, which features 188 guest rooms in several 
intimate lodges set on the banks of the Nenana River eight miles south of the park's entrance. In addition, 
Denali Park Resorts hosts the spirited Cabin Nite Dinner Theater in an authentic roadhouse at the 
McKinley Chalet Resort; operates Alaska Raft Adventures, which provides raft trips on the Nenana River; 
and Explore Denali, which offers guided hikes throughout the area. To make reservations or receive more 
information about tours and activities, call 1-866-296-0327, or visit www.denaliparksresorts.com. 
 

About ARAMARK Parks and Destinations 
ARAMARK Parks and Destinations, a division of ARAMARK, delivers authentic and memorable 
experiences at national and state parks, national forests, specialty hotels, museums, and other tourist 
destinations throughout the United States.  In partnership with its clients, ARAMARK Parks and 
Destinations seeks to enhance the guest experience by offering industry-leading hospitality, 
environmental stewardship, recreational, and interpretive programs. For more information on ARAMARK 
Parks and Destinations and each of its properties, visit www.aramarkparksanddestinations.com. 
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